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Showcasing exceptional work

m by pupils from Princethorpe
College, Crackley Hall School
and Crescent School.




| don’t believe | have ever been as proud to be a u
Princethorpian as | am during this time of lockdown. As a
teacher, | am so impressed by the resilience, kindness and
positivity shown by the pupils | teach in this unprecedented
time. Our learning curve has been steep, but we have

all thrown ourselves into this new challenge without
hesitation. Staff and students are becoming more and

more proficient with the numerous wonderful Microsoft
TEAMSs functions. The fact that every student in the school
is part of a TEAM for each of their subjects and can follow
their timetable AS NORMAL so the school routine can

be maintained is brilliant! As a parent of two boys at the
college, | am completely confident that their capacity

to learn is as strong as ever. Yes, they miss the social
interaction, as we all do, but our virtual classrooms are
proving to be very successful substitutes indeed. Thank
you Princethorpe teachers and senior leadership team, we
should be immensely proud of what we have managed to
achieve as a school.

| think the College has really gone the extra mile and achieved
more than we could ever have expected. With a THIRD whole-
school concert coming up, fabulous weekly House challenges
and genuine pastoral care at the heart of it all, what a time it is to
be part of the Princethorpe Foundation. To be a Princethorpian
is to smile, roll up your sleeves and lend a hand when a job
needs doing. To be a Princethorpian is to be humble and
gracious with everyone we encounter. To be a Princethorpian is
to be kind and to try our best even when the world seems to be
falling a little bit apart.

SEE YOU NEXT ISSUE!

HELEN PASCOE-WILLIAMS

EDITOR & CO-ORDINATOR OF THE DA VINCI PROGRAMME

| am sure we have all had our fair share of ups and downs over
the past few months. This hiatus in our busy lives is something,
perhaps, to treasure, if we can. In the words of Welsh poet,
William Henry Davies:

What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.

No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep or cows.

No time to see, when woods we pass,
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.

No time to see, in broad daylight,
Streams full of stars, like skies at night.

A poor life this is if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.

Perhaps this is an opportunity for us all to stop and take

stock for a moment? To be grateful for all that we have and to
enjoy the simple pleasures of life. In this digital version of The
Pinnacle, | applaud everyone for embracing what it means to
be a Princethorpian. The work the students have produced in
this period of lockdown is admirable. Well done everyone! Keep
going! We’'ll get through this
together. | look forward to
seeing you all in person
soon. Keep safe.
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STEAM Lecture:
“Exo-Planets: Famous
Firsts, Boisterous Births,

and Destructive Deaths”

Postponed from our planned talk at the
college on Wednesday 11 March in the
Clarkson Theatre, guest speaker Dr
Dimitri Veras will be delivering his talk on
Exo-planets in a ‘virtual’ way via TEAMs
at 6.00pm on Thursday 25 June.

Guest speaker: Dr Dimitri Veras, an
Astrophysicist in the Department of
Physics at the University of Warwick who
researches the contents of exo-planetary systems in
a wide variety of contexts, across both time and space.

at 6.00pm on
Thursday 25 June
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https://vimeo.com/421441005

James Clifford

EPQ BRIDGING COURSE — WEEK 3

Looking at the Edexcel website.
Which of the projects in the Exemplar Material did you look at?

PASSIONATE
ABOUT PROJECTS

One of the many ways we stretch and challenge
pupils at Princethorpe College is by offering

them the opportunity to undertake large scale
Projects. Over the years, we have enjoyed much
success when entering Year 8 Academic Scholars
for the Level 1 Foundation Project Qualification,
high performing da Vinci students in Year 9

for the Level 2 Higher Project Qualification

and the majority of the Sixth Form for the Level 3 Extended Project
Qualification. This year’s cohort has been no exception. With 98%
achieving A* to C at Level 3, and 100% achieving A* to A at Level 1 and
2 in our internal moderation, we have every right to be proud.

As | chose to present my EPQ as a dissertation | decided to look at Scientific
Research- commentary which is a dissertation. | read each of the four areas to find out
about what | need to do to maximise the mark that | could get in the EPQ.

What have you noticed/learned from this experience?
Firstly, | have noticed that you need to have a project plan which is a clear and concise
plan with detailed objectives. You also need to manage your time well and keep a log

of what you have done to stay organised and this will help to gain the most marks
possible.
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Although the Sixth Formers had finished their Projects before we transferred

to Home Learning, many of the Year 8 and 9 pupils were busy finishing off

their work in lockdown and impressed me greatly by turning up to what ) - Log e dlear and
then became our ‘virtual’ weekly Project clubs after school. Much of their I eiordsof S
work had to be uploaded via TEAMs for the mentors to mark, which, for e encountered o1
many involved taking photographs of their portfolio pages and uploading

them too. Well done everyone, your results (as far as our internal moderation

shows) is evidence of real commitment and enthusiasm by all involved.
May | take this opportunity to thank all the staff mentors (Sophie Rose,
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During these unprecedented times, we have also seized the moment to offer
our current Year 11 pupils the opportunity to get started on their Extended indlude 9
Projects early and to make a serious start on researching Project proposals. ““‘j’;ﬁ:\f,‘?\i::?r‘nea Jﬁ:h“j{‘e‘:w
There are 175 pupils in the EPQ Bridging TEAM and | have been delighted s tmret e oot
by the way so many of them have embraced this opportunity and engaged i
in the course so far. They have completed weekly tasks which familiarise
them with what an Extended Project involves, how they are structured and
what a good one looks like. They have explored topics they are interested
in, found a variety of different sources and taken their

first steps in project management. | have been

research

2.

EPQ PLAN

This week, as | am unsure what | would
like to do, | investigated what topic has
more information and more to write on.

| am more interested in my Olympics
related question and it relates to business
and geography. My GM foods question
could help with Biology and Geography
however | am less interested in this one
and there is less information

EPQ Plan- Is hosting the Olympics
beneficial for a country?

» Explain what | mean by beneficial -
does it bring economic benefit

» Explore the cost of the infrastructure
that a country must build for the
Olympics. (London 2012, Rio 2016 and
Tokyo 2020)

» Explore the profit of tourism and
broadcasting rights during the Olympic
period

» Explore all other external costs -
transport, staff, facilities

» Look at the long-term implications,
what are the buildings used for now?
Are they still making a profit of them
now? What are the negatives?

+ Investigate - Asking people in Britain/
London whether they think hosting the
Olympics was necessary/ beneficial.
What do they think the money should
have gone towards if they disagree?

» Look at a country who hosted the
Olympics and did not benefit from it,
Why?

Look at a country who refused the
Olympics, Why?

Look at a country who benefited
from the Olympics, what did they do
differently?

» Conclude with whether | believe it is/

seriously impressed by the standard and detail of
the work they have been submitting. Here are a
few examples:
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https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=168&type=pdf
https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=170&type=pdf
https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=169&type=pdf
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Ciaran Smith

to find a focus for the project.

What you have done
ed previous weekly tasks | am still struggling
4 with family the best options |

Even though | have creat
This week | have done a few bits of light research but mainly discusse
have for my EPQ because | understand how important it is to choose the right topic-

What discussions you have had
| have discussed a few options for @ dissertation style resp!
as the Greek and Roman empires of racism in football. | als

as running 2 marathon. But | really want to do something to
marketing in football. This would either take form of a dissertation or an arte
produce a piece of data analysis.

e or will need to make to your plans

My original plan was to base My project on work experience | was doing within the football business
industry over the summer put this will not be possible over the summer. AlsO | dor'’t really Know
when | will be able to do this as there is currently NO confirmation apout what will happen with
English football in terms of this season and next. Therefore | have had to come up with a number of
pack up plans if it doesn’t work out.

What resources you have found or hope to find

| was going to use the work experience as my main s
plan. For other resources | have used @ variety of web sit

autobiographies on footballers who have experienced trouble with racism. | was planning to collect
more resources and look into purchasing some books when | confirm what my project was.

\What problems you are encountering and how you are solving them
The main problem is the clarity over my work experience. To try and
solve that | am going to email the person who has given me

the work experience 1o see if he can give me any knowledge
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https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=179&type=pdf
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LOCKDOWN
CREATIVES

Here is a selection of Mr Hubball
and Mrs Harris’ favourite pieces of
work from their Key Stage 3, 4 and
5 Art students. Well done everyone,
gorgeous work!
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Pupils across all
A-
level - Electronic

Key Stages have
demonstrated
. o .‘ heightdadjustable
esk

exc.ellent DT skills
during this period of
home learning.

ger, holder, speaker

GCSE - Phone char
and watch holder unit

GCSE - Solar powered
tooth prushing timer
for a child with learning

disabilities
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https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=172&type=pdf
https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=177&type=pdf
https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=177&type=pdf

Princethorpe pupils have continued to cook and those that

Despite the procurement of ingredients being quite an issue
P (eggs and flour are still in short supply in some supermarkets)

Here is a lovely Outdoor Ed lesson by KITTY BONSOR - first aid, route TR ey o havg beenifolloAiHIeRIES Iockdowr! Gl
2 - trend. Here are a selection of foods cooked by Year 8s in Ms

planning for her family walk and step-by-step guide on how to pitch a tent. ] s |

During this time of lockdown, why not = Scott’s DT Food and Nutrition class that she has been impressed
J ith!

pitch your tent in the garden and sleep il

under the stars?! (item

g huamiry T
f=o What w,
1 : Triana) " 'ould yoyy
WEEK 5 pango 3 it for? % Do youknoy
9e 1’ mmobilsing how to use it
Objectives - 2 egearm Yes
q 3 e Brokan
Am: _ oyl
- : . Cool ang e
1. Preparing for first aid at home SO0th the burm There arg
= > nstructions i
2. Review route planning dressing sirip I have v'eanuS ok

" , To
3. Understanding how to pitch a tent - aqe‘;?,:&;e,wem soit
: ed,

€8 graze

& injury

4. Plan how to pack a rucksack | Satety ping

{ To Pin som, ethi

. 5 ogathar s
TASK 1: | 29 ciotes

. o . r Plastorg i
Preparing for first aid at home . 10

A 5 i

yes

To cover acutor graze

yes

Please collect your first aid kit at home
or from the car and create an inventory
list of what is in there. If there are any
items which you are unsure of please
research them as to what they are and
which injury you would treat with them.
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https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=175&type=pdf

AMELIA CHARD, v7,

has produced a wonderfully
comprehensive project on Dover
Castle.

Have you ever
wondered...what was it
like to actually live in a
medieval castle?

ANNA JOHNSON, Y7, has

produced super work on the Tower
of London and its defences.

4](m!amwh.atpmn:g,mdn.,|—.\fo|_.rawnwords
3 1 N oad. , bul ORE Thi

/ L el
Leiled ¥ i WA,

.5]Dl‘h’-l’ibt‘PheDfUDﬁgﬂr!d.lmL'ssdgeOf‘hl(.pﬂsmr"hnw
18 it making people want to join the army and fight)
ity feaple. Akt to dugld
ma [

AOY balb ey

et Hhags

Aewnns

ENLIST NOW

6) Explain what the PALS battalions were

TRy Wwerls o Group 0 feinds Ao ipmads a

7) Write definitions for the following key terms:
o Calleun .ETJ-'.H‘-{.‘ allid b .‘:"E“ thap armil.
* Conscientious objectors Reople. Lo derpAc WNoterce.
) Conierioion Ifrd!img these £e be . the ou-\--.?

THE TOWER OF LONDON AND ITS
DEFENCES

The Tower of London, officially Her Majesty’s
Royal Palace and Fortress, is a very famous
castle that has been developed over nine
hundred years. It has had various uses and
functions during this time and the existing
structures and artefacts show the history,
development and importance of this castle. Being
nearly a millennium old, this castle is not only the
most ancient prison in England but the oldest
fortress and royal palace as well. It is surprising
that it mostly unscathed; this is due to its tactical
concentric defences.

Aerial photograph of The Tower of London today.
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JIMMY FRAZIER,
Y8, recruitment in WWI
- shows great effort
and understanding of

propaganda but brilliant
understanding of pals
battalions negatives and
positives.

THEO KNIGHT,

Y8, fantastic detail on
trench warfare. Theo has
smashed home learning,
very impressive.

TRENCH WARFARE WORKSHEET
Task 1

Complete these sentences using a feature of a trench from
the diagram on slide 1

e.g. Barbed Wire to prevent the enemy from running over and
jumping into your trench

1. Wooden periscope see over the parapet

2. A dug out to shelter from artillery fire and the rain
3. Duck board to protect their feet from getting wet
4

. Fire step to step up and fire over or to see out onto no
man’s land

5. Sand bags to reinforce the walls of the trench
Task 2

Video Questions https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=XglhpYlhZzKQ

Why did the British need to build trenches?

Because the Germans we're shooting at them and then it they
would be not as exposed if they were in a trench.

| P koo

Type of Castle

The Tower of London could fit into three categories of types of castle:
Concentric, Norman Stone Keep and Motte and Bailey. The castle
has developed over time to include the three categories. It started
off.its journey as a humble Motte and Bailey before it was developed
using stone. Once progression was made to do with the material,

it adopted the style of a Norman Stone Keep. The White Tower

which stills stands today was the central keep. Over time, the walls
around the tower became robust and plentiful. This meant it could be
classified as a concentric castle.



https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=173&type=pdf
https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=178&type=pdf
https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=165&type=pdf

DYLAN WILLIAMS, Y7, acrostic poem
of the positives of being a nun and on
negatives of becoming a nun in medieval
times. Not only did he manage to write
BOTH! But the 'No to being a nun' one is Y (Eg. Yes, | want to be a nun and live a life

WAS IT FUN TO BE A NUN?

Yes to nunnery

Finally JAMES GALLAGHER,
L6, smashing his End of Year Test

UK POLL PARTIES

'The need to win elections for the

essay on: '‘Are UK's main political
parties becoming increasingly

very funny!

dedicated to one.)

mainstream parties has resulted ideologically similar?' 2nd and E (Eg. Even though it means giving up so much;)
in parties becoming ideologically 3rd paragraphs really reflect on S (Eg. Study, | can still do, whilst contemplating a
similar in the UK.' Analyse and ideology/manifesto promises of life of solitude.)

evaluate this statement. Lab and Cons in 2019 election ALLY FORINTON, Y7, amazing castle T Taking care of a pet is a fun job to do!

In the past, Labour was typically perceived very well. project on Kenilworth Castle. In particular O Over the top others may think but

a socialist party with a vested interest in he analyses sources really well and with . ; }

the working class, and the Conservatives a natural flair (source 4 p. 3 and Sources N No, keeping a monkey is actually quite normal
were often thought to have been concerned 9,8, 9 on pp. 5-6) U Ursula didn’t want to marry,

with helping only the richest in society. N “No” she said, “l want to be a nun!”

However, the increasing pressure toto win elections and get N No more worrying about everyday things if you

into power has led to a number of similarities being drawn
between the two parties. Though they are not ideologically
identical in many respects, it would seem that Labour and the
Conservatives are now more similar than ever before.

One area in which the two parties are now arguably very similar
is social issues. Whilst prime minister, David Cameron tried

to promote his ‘compassionate Conservatism’ in an attempt

to discredit the ‘Nasty Party’ image that had previously been
attributed to the Tories. In 2013, he passed the Marriage (Same
Sex Couples) Act which allowed for the first same-sex marriage
to take place in March 2014. This clearly went against the very
traditional Conservative view of marriage, with many believing it
is the core institution whereby society reproduces and passes
knowledge on to its children. It was an evident step away

from previous Conservative prime ministers such as Thatcher,
considering that she banned the promotion of homosexuality in
schools with Section 28. By contrast, same-sex relationships are
something that the Labour would arguably always favour due to
strong emphasis the party places on equal rights for all. During
Blair’s premiership, he introduced a number of preliminary steps
that were vital in the development of LGBT rights. For instance,
he extended adoption rights to LGBT couples and created civil
partnerships. Therefore, it would seem that the two parties have
indeed become ideologically similar as the Conservatives now
share in the Labour Party’s desire for equal rights a tolerance.

It is also very likely that this Conservative policy was driven by
the hope that it would boost their appeal among the youth who
are perhaps more aware of issues such as sexuality than the
traditional older Conservative voters, and also more likely to vote

Labour in elections (e.g. 67% of the 18-24
vote in the 2017 election). @ , /

Sir Walter Scott, “Kenilworth” 1821.
Historical background of Kenilworth Castle

There has been a castle at the site at Kenilworth for nearly
1,000 years. The town is strategically positioned in the heart of
England, a key geographical position to reach all corners of the
kingdom for defensive and attacking purposes. The castle has
been a royal stronghold for much of its history and has been
owned and celebrated by famous historical figures from John of
Gaunt to Robert Dubley to Sir Walter Scott . Elizabeth | is said
to have visited the castle up to 3 times.

Development of the Kenilworth Castle over time.
Throughout.its history, Kenilworth Castle has had 3 major
functions. It has been:'A fortress, a palace, and a romantic

ruin It can be argued that the fortress-is Kenilworth’s most
significant function.
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become a nun.

m

Everything you do is to please god.

)

Relive your life in heaven if you enjoyed it, if not
live forever happy in heaven, you certainly get
there if you’re a nun.

Y Yes, being a nun is fun!

No to nunnery

N (Eg. No, | do not want to be nun and live a life
of drudgery)

O (Eg. Oh, to be cast aside by my father)
T (Eg. To have him pay a dowry to the nunnery)

O Over the top, some may think, as you will
devote your life to a single being.

N No marriage is no great a price to pay to be a
higher nun.

Ugh, too much praying.

U

N No talking when eating,

N No, it is not fun to be a nun
E

Everything you do is to please god without
obvious rewards

R Really, | might have to fake my death to avoid
being a nun for the rest of my life!

Y Yes, | think that’s what I’ll do!


https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=174&type=pdf
https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=163&type=pdf

Year 10, Evie Phillips, did an exam practice piece
on 'the future of education'. Mrs Baker thought
her opening was especially engaging and fun.
Here it is:

What if this lockdown lasted forever and we

never went back to school, how would you feel?
Personally, | would be devastated; just imagine
never seeing your friends again. Agreed, we could
meet up on social media but that is beset with many
problems: glitching or everyone talking over each
other. If this was the only way, we communicated
then we would miss out on chats over lunch and
in the playground and the normal ebb and flow of
human conversation. Experts believe that this may
have detrimental effects on mental health.

A point which is close to my heart is the fact that if
we never return to school it will be the death of team
sports. | can clearly remember when my netball team
became national champs, sharing the laughs and the
smiles of joy with my team feels just great! At home,
you may be able to train for hours in your remote
games lessons or your particular sport, but can you
imagine not be able to put these skills to good use
and win a competition?

During remote learning ,the teachers have created
some fantastic resources. However, this is no
substitute to having a subject expert in the room so
you can ask spontaneous questions and learn from
your peers. How annoying would it be if you had to
keep all your questions to a certain timed conference
call? The moment of learning would be lost!

Desdemona’s Diary :

Here is an example of work by Molly McGrory in Y9 writing as Desdemona after her husband, Othello, has hit her and
called her very bad names....Mrs Baker likes the way Molly shows a detailed understanding of the play and articulates
her thoughts in a mature and detailed way. Well done Molly.

FRIDAY 20TH MARCH 2020 - DESDEMONA'S DIARY ENTRY 0
The past couple of days have been really weird: Othello and | were having the most amazing time here in Cyprus and now it’s .

all completely changed. | feel as though he no longer loves me but how can that be, | don’t know what | could have done to

make him turn against me and be horrible towards me. Earlier today, he hit me round the face, | was speechless | never thought

he would lift his hand to me but obviously | was wrong! He has proven my father right to be an angry, abusive.older man. Not .

only has he hit me but he has'said the most unimaginable things to me that | can’t even bring myself to say, it brings me to

tears every time | think about it. I'm just so confused as to why one day we can be the happiest couple alive and then the next

he is striking me with his hand and his voice. I’m a bit scared to be with him alone anymore, what if he does somethingto me; < §
\Ao“y’

)

what if hé hits me again but this time worse! What if he forces himself onto me? No, what am | thinking? He wouldn’t do
that, he’s Othello, virtuous, caring, loving Othello. He would never do anything like that to me, would he? RE

The Mugby tunnel Iam not what I am
Anna Johnson, Y7, has such an appetite for English |

°
rallway tragedy that she has completed some independent extension
work on 'Othello’'. She is reading the play independently
Taking a break from exam practice, Mrs Pascoe-Williams' Year 8 . at home with her teacher, Mrs Baker, feeding her tasks and
English-class have been reading dramatic adaptations of three of information on context. This is Anna's speech written for lago
the most popular and enduring stories of the supernatural. Here is at the start of the play. We think it's wonderful! Well done
Tom Windley's response to The Signal-Man by Charles Dickens. Anna!

Earlier this morning it was reported that there has been a third death

on the same line in just over a year. The man killed was operating the
line but'seemed to stand still when the train was coming, the driver was
shouting ‘Halloa! Below there!l-For God’s sake, clear the way!’ The last
man to talk to him, a hiker, confirms that the man swears to keep seeing
ghosts and believes it was an unfortunate coincidence that the train
driver said the same thing. There is no evidence of the deaths being
connected but further enquiries are being made.

However the train driver is very
distressed and extremely sad.
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https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=167&type=pdf

~ A Survivor’s Stery Broadway Arts Festival Winner

BY JACK DANDO Y8 Year 10 Renaissance boy Sebastian Dibb has won The Broadway Arts
! . Festival story writing competition. Having achieved full marks for his
o Year 8 students have been busy studying an anthology of texts to original writing coursework, ‘Broken Heating’, Sebastian pitted_his

prepare for their end of year exams. Here is a response to one of

. . . creative talent against 60 other entrants in his category and won!
the longer questions Jack Dando completed under timed conditions

as a practice paper. The students were asked to analyse a piece of 0 Sebastian’s flair as a writer is well known in the Princethorpe English department and

. autobiographical writing from the point of view of a survivor of the we are delighted that the judges share our view. They even commented that his story was more mature
fateful night of April 15, 1912 when the Titanic sank on her maiden and engaging than a good number of the adult entries. No surprise to us, of course. We are.delighted for
voyage. Jack’s skills of analysis are excellent. Well done Jack! Sebastian and are sure that he is especially delighted with the £100 prize money! Massive congratulations,

Sebastian. Here is the winning entry so readers can appreciate how skilfully and intelligently crafted this
ot young man’s work is.
iter make this extract particularly hard-hitting and
the wilter T2 Write three TEA paragraphs. Each BROKEN HEATING BY SEBASTIAN DIBB
the reader? ¥ ed technigue and an analysis
r flair .

18, How does
memorable for .
ph must contain a quo

te, a nam ;
Oine extra paint i available fo

N Eleven fifty-four. Night had fully engulfed the sky now. It was winter and all the trees stood bare
paragrs

he reader longing for summers past. Street lamps span a web of eerie shadows, their orange light strolling
flf th': ‘Eff?rt upl‘_;lﬂ t 12 Feadel. ; : ; : : '
- : | lazily through the damp winter mist. All around, cold air burrowed through your clothes‘nestling into
and detail T your bones; numbing toes and making ears feel as if millions of tiny nails were relentlessly being <

i - 3 simwles T . . . . D
Jack Thayer uses auditory !mi"ék R I hammered into them. A mournful wind moaned: trees whimpered their reply. The street % “OR
memorable for ko b und us. B sounded ke lecusts o a s RE <%

from it

e 1500 in the waber all aro 2 that's around hirn in the
* il L wver, the cimile , like loousts

Honor-Mae Scoops Poetry Prize

The College's English department supported the Rotary Young Writer’s
Competition last year by entering a variety of students' work from Key Stage 3.
: ol More than 300 young people from eight schools across Rugby entered in the three
and swirmmar ; ; age categories and did themselves and their schools great credit. The Judges

¢ in peder to 850 TR . 3 i) ! 7 greatly enjoyed reading the work and the choice of a winner for each age-group

COMPETITION

We are delighted that Princethorpe Year 8 pupil, Honor-Mae Here is Honor-Mae’s winning poem, inspired by Seamus
Minshull, won the intermediate category with her poetry entry..  Heaney’s poem Digging, which explores the relationship

A presentation day was planned for winners but due to between the poet and his ancestors. In the same way, Honor-
the Coronavirus situation it was cancelled and prizes were Mae’s poem explores Connections, the theme of this year’s
instead posted to all winners. Rotary Young Writer's Competition:

The winners of local heats were entered into a District Connections
Competition for the West Midlands area and were all winners
at the District level as well. Congratulations again to-Honor-
Mae! This is wonderful news. We look forward to participating
in the.competition again next year.

went through to swim through the

For six hundred years we’ve ploughed the fields.
We’ve sown the seed and harvested
The field, from dawn to dusk,

In the rain, wind and sun.
Princethorpe College's Head of English, Chris Kerrigan,

commented 'This is a superb achievement, especially in view We've tended our crops

of the fact that 300 young people entered overall'. By hand, horse, machine, -
And blessed the plough “oky
On October’s eves. RE )



https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=181&type=pdf
https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=166&type=pdf

Here is an example of some excellent work from one of our Y11's on the Politics Bridging Course. The
assignment was to research and write a report about the UK Constitution, its origins, sources, and key
debates. This response from Aniela Green is excellent as she not only has researched and presented the
information well, but she has also used political examples to back up her work, which is what we want
from our A-level students. Well done Aniela!

TR S e SRS S 3

PRE A-LEVEL TASK
THE UK CONSTITUTION

A constitution is the rulebook by which a country is governed, every country’s constitution has its own unique
characteristics and origins. Constitutions are all different from Authoritative dictatorships like North Korea and
the Soviet Union to Western democracies. The UK has an uncodified constitution which means there is no single
legal document which sets out in one place the fundamental laws outlining how the state works, unlike the US

which has a written constitution. However, the UK’s constitution is not unwritten it just has many sources which
is a result of the history of Britain as Constitutions are usually written after countries experience a revolution

or a regime change. The sources of the British constitution are Stature Law, Common Law, Royal Prerogative,
authoritative opinions and, conventions.

EVIE-ROSE TEALL
has impressed her MFL
teacher with this superb

Statute Law is a written law passed by an Act of Parliament and is enforceable in court, most statute laws do work on carnivals.

not affect the constitution but some do as they affect the way we are governed and the relationships within the
state an example of this is the Constitutional reform act of 2005 which made significant changes to the House of
Lords which separated the House's judicial function from Parliament and ended the Lord Chancellor's combined
role as head of the judiciary, a member of the executive and Speaker of the House of Lords and also created

the supreme court. Statute Law includes laws that impact civil rights such as the Human Rights Act of 1998

which incorporated the European Convention on Human rights into UK law. 3 (o) '
. % .
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Year 10 drama students have written about their
live theatre experience of The Woman in Black.
Here are two particularly good examples:

Live Theatre

BY AMELIE FRIESS, Y10

On the 21 January, | went to go see a production of “The Woman In Black’ at the Leicester Curve
theatre. The two-actor play shows two men, a‘iirecﬁr and Mr. Kipp, trying to perform a manuscript Mr.
Kipp has written to tell his family of the hauntirﬁ experience he had when on a legal trip for a deceased
client. Through multi-role play, the actors immerse in the character’s journey, effortlessly breaking the
fourth wall and switching between two men créﬁm performance and the cast of characters that

appear in Mr. Kipp’s story. ma

Since there are only two actors in the play, multi-role play and small pieces of costume were the only
ways to the many different characters that appear in the production. Because of this, the actors had to
ensure that each character had defined, distinct mannerisms ensuring we did not confuse them in the
story. One such character was old Mr Kipps, one of the two men at the theatre who are creating the
performance together (not another character in the story). To create the image of an old man, the actor
used a slight tremor in his hands, and although his back was slightly bent, he kept his head hlgh to
show he was a man of class and still young enough to be able to actively

participate in the events. Og‘

BY RUBY HARRIS, Y10

On the 21 January, | went to go see a production of ‘The Woman In Black’ at the Leicester Curve
theatre in Leicester. The production followed the story of a young Arthur Kipps who travels to a village
to investigate the estate of a recently deceased woman. However, the Eal Marsh House was not the
place he expected. The Ghost of Jennet Humphreys roamed the isle and killed young children to get
back at her sister for taking her son away from her. The play is set in the modern day, when a much
older Arthur Kipps is locking back on the dark times in his past.

Lighting is used to differentiate between the past and the present, a burnt sienna wash was used to
show the theatre Arthur was telling his story in. The theatre was slightly run down so the wash allowed
the audience to get the feel of an old theatre after hours. When transitioning to the house a Gobo was
used to produce an image of Eal Marsh house on the back curtain, this technique involves putting a
metal stencil over a light to project a silhouette. An intense white would then fill the stage creating a
bleak atmosphere and would transport the audience to the foggy village.

- )
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Princethorpe
College

Spring Concert 2020

The Lockdown has posed challenges for all areas of
College life and caused many events to be cancelled

or postponed. One of the early casualties was the
College’s highly anticipated Spring Concert. How can you
celebrate the joy of community music-making whilst also
practising social distancing?

The Spring Concert is one of the highlights of the year in the
Music Department and we were determined not to let a little
thing like a global pandemic spoil our plans.

A plan was hatched...

First, all the members of the College’s music clubs were
added to a new Team and set the challenge of making

sure that the concert still happened. The response was
incredible. Pieces were arranged, parts sent out, instruments
dusted off and the pupils got practising. Pupils and staff
submitted solos, virtual duets, even socially distanced group
improvisations (Greg Burford, Robyn Field, Mary Lomas).

My inbox groaned under the strain of 40 individual
performances of Elbow’s hit One Day Like This which could

) ‘ > The success of the event led to another concert taking place. Princethorpe @ Home had even
then be carefully stitched together into a rousing finale for the concert.

more performances from pupils, some really embracing the new technology by editing their

Social media got involved. The Princethorpe College Facebook and Instagram feeds started to own submissions (Madoc Williams) or digitally cloning themselves for group performances
create a buzz in the run up to the big day, posting cryptic clues as to what was to come. (Lauren Mason). Our finale was the anthemic You’ll Never Walk Alone, a sentiment that was felt
At 6.00pm on Friday 22 April, the very day that the concert had always been scheduled to take by all who experienced the concert.

place, 120 families sat down live to stream the Social Distance-SING event. More than double this The concert Team now has over 140 members, and we are busy planning our concert for the
number have enjoyed the concert since, and One Day Like This has so far been viewed over 2,000 final day of the Trinity term, The Summer Sing. The Lockdown may have posed a significant
times. This is the equivalent of filling Butterworth Hall twice! challenge to music-making at Princethorpe, but thanks to the positive and resilient character of

our pupils, it is thriving. I couldn’t be prouder.

Gil Cowlishaw, Director of Music
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